Call for applications 
Practitioner Research Programme (PRP) 2026-2027
MPhil Year 1 Pathway 
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About the Practitioner Research Programme MPhil Pathways

The National Practitioner Research Programme (PRP) has been funded at several levels by the Education Training Foundation (ETF) since 2009 and continues to be sponsored by the ETF. The PRP supports practitioners in the further education (FE) and skills sector across England to improve the quality of vocational education through practice-focused educational research.  
The PRP is delivered in partnership with the University of Sunderland’s Centre of Excellence in Teacher Training (SUNCETT).
  
The PRP MPhil Year 1 offers those who want to explore the world of Educational research a “Launch Point” to begin or restart their research journey as a postgraduate research degree student at MPhil Level. It provides a series of intensive research training through three in-person Residential Research Development Workshops (See below for dates)[image: ]

The PRP MPhil Pathway offers a Two-Year intensive research training and internship programme which involves attendance at 6 in-person Residential Research Development Workshops over a period of Two-Years. This support  includes mentor support, supervision and tutorials between Workshops.

Fund information

The PRP MPhil Year 1(2026-2027) includes ETF funding to cover the costs of your overnight accommodation, breakfast and lunch on the MA Phil. All evening meals, additional nights accommodation and travel must be covered by the successful applicant or the successful applicant’s organisation.[image: ]
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The MPhil PRP 2026-2027 includes ETF funding to cover the costs of your first year of a University of Sunderland Master of Philosophy (MPhil) Postgraduate Research Degree with the possibility of progressing to an MPhil Year 2 funded place.
Flyer  Designed by Daniel Gregson v1 28th May 2026
Research Priorities 

All proposed MPhil Year 1 supported educational research projects must address one or more of the following strategic priority areas:

· Improving teaching/learning/assessment for young people, ‘Not in Education Employment or Training’ (NEET)
· Improving teaching/learning/assessment for learners with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) 
· Inclusive Learning 
· Teaching and learning in Vocational Education and Training 
· Professionalism
· Sector leadership

Application process
Teachers and leaders of vocational education who are currently working in the sector in England who are interested in being considered for a place on the PRP 2025-2026 should contact: daniel.gregson@sunderland.ac.uk for further information.

The deadline for applications is midnight on
Sunday 18th October 2026.

Shortlisting dates:	Mon 19 and Tue 20 October 2026
Interview dates: Thursday 22nd, Friday 23rd and Monday 26th October 2026

Candidates will be notified of the outcome of interviews by Friday 30th October 2026.

For candidates who are shortlisted, interviews will be held on Teams (preferred) or via a provided mobile number. All PRP applicants are asked to ensure they are available on the above interview dates as it may not be possible to offer alternatives.

To download a copy of the application form click here: https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nbFjucMXsy2qPIMsjI7x97sQgrq-1LF3/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=113051594374639637143&rtpof=true&sd=true 

 Scan the QR Code for a copy of the PRP 26 - 27 Application Form
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Residential Development workshops
All successful applicants to the PRP are required to attend three Intensive Research Training Residential Development Workshops in each year of their study. While the costs of the delivery of these Workshops are covered by the ETF-SUNCETT PRP, the costs of travel to and from these events and subsistence are not.

Applicants must be available to attend workshops on the following dates:


MPhil Year 1 2026- 2027

· Workshop 1: Tuesday the 24th - Friday 27th November 2026
· Workshop 2: Wednesday the 27th - Friday 29th January 2027	
· Workshop 3: Wednesday the 12th - Friday 14th May 2027
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