[image: ][image: ]


T LEVEL IN EDUCATION AND EARLY YEARS
MATERIALS TO SUPPORT DEVELOPMENT OF CORE SKILL 3 FOR EMPLOYER SET PROJECT

ET-FOUNDATION.CO.UK

Introduction

Core Skill 3 is to use formative and summative assessment to track children’s and learners’ progress and thereby plan and shape educational opportunities. These resources focus on the use of formative assessment to support the development of children in early years settings. To be successful in the T Level, and in particular in the Employer-set project (ESP), learners will need to be able to analyse observations, reflect, plan and implement further educational opportunities.

The framework for learning and supporting lesson plans provided in this resource cover the following Core Content[footnoteRef:2]: [2: NCFE Qualification Specification 2023 – element 8] 

· monitoring and recording children’s / young people’s achievement
· formative assessment
· summative assessment
· identifying developmental progress
· informing planning for children’s / young people’s next steps
· maintaining the validity and reliability of information
· observing, recording and reviewing children’s progress.

The framework for learning and supporting lesson plans cover the following General English and Digital Competencies (GECs and GDCs):
· GEC1: Conveying technical information to different audiences
· GEC3: Creating texts for different purposes and audiences
· GDC1: Using digital technology and media effectively.

Prior learning

These resources assume that learners will have covered Core Content relating to child development and supporting education.

It would be useful for learners to have completed, or have been introduced to, element 8 when developing these skills. This will enable them to make links with the knowledge, skills and behaviours needed when observing children in a setting and to recognise the importance of observation in assessing a child’s development. 

Learners will have used peer assessment as a learning tool in lessons.

Diagnostic and other assessment tools will be used to inform note taking and report writing.



This resource has three sections:
1. Framework for learning
The resource includes a framework for learning that covers 20.5 hours of learning.
2. Lesson plans
There is a lesson plan for each stage that sequences and scaffolds learning in the framework. Lessons are contextualised to focus on formative assessment in early years settings.
3. Supporting materials
Templates are included for narrative and snapshot observations. 

There is also a separate slide deck that supports the lessons. Videos have been embedded in the slide deck. 

Full parental permission has been given for the use of all the photographs and videos in this resource.





Section 1: Framework for learning


The framework sets out one approach to scaffolding and sequencing the development of formative assessment. It focuses on the skills required by the learner to carry out effective formative observations. 

Formative assessment
To understand how and why children are formatively assessed through observations

Assessment using observations
To capture and annotate an interesting and noteworthy moment
To develop objective observation and recording skills

Writing observations
To develop writing skills during observations

Analysing observations
To use Development Matters to analyse, reflect on and plan further educational opportunities.

Sequencing and scaffolding
The framework for learning consists of a document for each stage in the process. Each section of the framework for learning shows:
· the chronology of the lessons (lessons are colour-coded to align to the narrative)
· home tasks that the learners are to carry out outside of college time to further develop their skills.

The diagram on the next page shows how the development of formative assessment skills will be sequenced and scaffolded through this framework for learning.
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	When: First session of teaching the Core Skill; 3-hour session.

What: Types of formative assessments and record-taking skills
· Explain the purpose of formative assessment in early years settings.
· Identify different observation methods.
· Develop record-taking skills to be used during observations.
· Apply the skills needed to carry out observations.

Follow-up: Recap these skills at the beginning of session 2.
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	When: Continuing from session 1; 1.5-hour session. 

What: Annotation practice and purposeful photographs
· Introduction to observations and their purpose.
· Identify what a purposeful photograph looks like and explain how it can be used. 
· Take purposeful photographs of peers to develop annotation skills.

Follow-up: During core sessions, tutors to highlight the skills developed during the sessions; link to Core Content and Industry Placement. 
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	When: Session 3; 1.5-hour session.

What: Structure of observations, recording in detail and managing the environment
· Identify the structure and layout of observations.
· Practise forming observations, including written and photographic observations; example templates will be provided.
· Write objective, accurate sentences.
· Identify characteristics of a learning environment.
· Understand factors that may impact an observation.

Follow-up: The learners will take example photographs at home and practise writing observations. They will need to bring example photographs in for session 4.
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	When: Session 4; 1.5-hour session. 

What: Role play, peer observations
· Using example observations, annotate what they show and the skills the writer has used.
· Take part in role play activities in small groups and write a peer observation.
· Highlight key points to focus on during the observation to help with the format and structure.
· Evaluate the observation, highlighting its strengths and weaknesses, and provide feedback.

Follow-up: Learners to observe a practitioner in a setting writing an observation and notice how they manage the environment. 
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	When: Session 5; 3-hour session.

What: Understand what practitioners can learn from observations and how they use the information
· Identify what observations tell practitioners.
· Explain what the information is used for.
· Explain who the information is shared with and why.

Follow-up: Evaluate good and bad examples of observations for a home task; these will be provided by the tutor. See lesson 5 resources. 
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	When: Session 6; 3-hour session.

What: Link observations to Development Matters
· Link observations to Development Matters; begin by using example observations.
· Use own observations, link them to Development Matters and understand the purpose of doing this.

Follow-up: Learners to discuss the purpose of observations in the Industry Placement.
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	When: Session 7; 1.5-hour session.

What: Planning children’s next steps
· Plan children’s next steps.
· Explain what the next steps are and how they enhance children’s development.
· Practise writing next steps from the collection of observations produced throughout the sessions.

Follow-up: Learners to bring in anonymised example observations from the Industry Placement for the next session.
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	When: Session 8; 1.5-hour session.

What: Activity planning from next steps
· Plan activities from children’s next steps.
· Implement next steps during a role play activity.

Follow-up: Tutors in sessions to make links to the ESP. Learners to work with their placement mentor to plan next steps for the children.
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	When: Session 9; 1.5-hour session.

What: The use of reflection in the observation process
· Explain the purpose of reflection during the observation process.
· Reflect on an observation.
· Reflect on the sessions using a chosen reflective cycle.

Follow-up: Learners to carry out an observation on Industry Placement and link it to Development Matters, ready for the next session. Learners to work with their placement mentor to plan next steps for the children.
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	When: Session 10; 3-hour session.

What: Role play, peer observations and analysis to bring together skills developed
· Take part in a role play activity. 
· Write an observation on a peer.
· Analyse observation.
· Plan next steps.
· Create an activity from next steps.
· Reflect on observation.

Follow-up: Tutors in sessions to make links to formative assessments and their observations in settings. 



Section 2: Lesson plans


Lesson plan 1

	Title: Types of formative assessment and record-taking skills

Targeted content reference: Core Skill 3 is to use formative and summative assessment to track children’s and learners’ progress to plan and shape educational opportunities.

Lesson sequence number: 1

Time: 3 hours

	Prior learning
Learners will have had an introduction to observations of children and element 8: purposes of formative assessment.

	Timing
	Teacher activity
	Learner activity / formative assessment
	Resources

	10 minutes
	Introduce the learning outcomes for the session.

Introduce the starter activity. Learners use the internet or the T Level in Education and Early Years textbook to write a definition of formative assessment on a sticky note. They then stick their definition on the board/wall.

Discuss and ask questions.
 
Extension: Can learners give an example from their Industry Placement?
	Listen to the tutor and take notes


Individual starter activity: Research the definition of formative assessment and record it on a sticky note 

Put notes on the board or on the wall at the front of the classroom




Offer examples from Industry Placement


	Framework for learning

PowerPoint

Sticky notes




	5 minutes 
	Give activity instructions.

Use stretch questioning where needed to build on learners’ knowledge and understanding. 

Ask if anyone reached the extension task and discuss answers. 
	Individual activity: List as many methods as possible for assessing children’s development in early years settings

Extension: How and why is the method used?

Feed ideas back to the group, answering direct questions from the teacher
	




	10 minutes
	Summarise the importance and purpose of formative assessments for children’s development.
	Individual activity: Using the internet or the T Level in Education and Early Years textbook, research the following:
· Why do early years practitioners need to formatively assess children’s development?
· How often should it be done? 
· What is the information gathered used for and who can it be shared with? 

Feedback their findings to the group
	PowerPoint

	5 minutes
	Facilitate feedback and bounce questioning around the room. Ensure learners have understood the purpose and importance of formative assessments for children’s development. 
	Answer questions from the tutor
	

	10 minutes


	Give learners the Written observation template and the Photograph observation template.

Highlight aspects of each and give examples of when they may be used. 
	Listen, take notes and discuss

Discuss examples from Industry Placement
	PowerPoint

Lesson 1: Written observation template 

Lesson 1: Photograph observation template.


	20 minutes
	Hand out the four Examples observations for Lesson 1.

Move around the room to check understanding.

Facilitate feedback and ask questions.
	Paired activity: Evaluate the photograph and written observation examples, considering: 
· the advantages and disadvantages of each
· what they tell us
· when they might be used
· what age they could be used with
· what situations they might be used for.

Extension: Consider when the methods may not be used and justify the answer
	Lesson 1: Example observations 1–4

Flipchart

Coloured marker pens

	5 minutes
	Set the activity from the PowerPoint.
	Paired activity: On large flipchart paper, mind map the skills needed when carrying out an observation; use the mind map template to help
	PowerPoint 

Flipchart paper

Marker pens


	5 minutes
	Facilitate feedback.
	Give answers and discuss importance
	

	5 minutes

	Introduce subjective and objective observations, giving examples.
	Listen and take notes
	

	10 minutes



	Introduce the subjective and objective task. 

Move around the room, checking understanding.

	Individual activity: Looking at the photo on the slide, write a subjective observation and an objective observation (opinion vs. fact)

	PowerPoint (photo of a child)

	5 minutes
	Facilitate feedback.

	Listen and take notes
	

	15 minutes
	Break
	
	

	10 minutes
	Demonstrate how to write down key information during observations.

Discuss the key skills needed when writing observations.
	Listen, discuss and take notes
	

	10 minutes
	Introduce the task from the PowerPoint (writing activity).
	Individual activity: Watch video clip 1 (via link on slide) and take notes on what is happening

Review notes and add to them where needed
	PowerPoint

Video clip (via PowerPoint)

	15 minutes
	Move around the room and check understanding.








Facilitate feedback.
	Paired activity: Swap notes with partner and peer-assess using checklist:
· Can you read the notes?
· Is the meaning clear?
· Is the spelling, punctuation and grammar (SPaG) accurate?
· Do the notes make recommendations for improvements?
Feed back to the group
	Different coloured pens

	10 minutes
	Give out instructions from the PowerPoint and play the video clip.

Allow learners time after the video to check their notes.
	Individual activity: Watch video 1 (via link on slide) and take notes:
· What is the child doing?
· What skills is the child developing?
· What language is the child using?

Extension: How does the adult support the activity?

After the video, review notes and add to them where needed
	PowerPoint

Video clip (via PowerPoint)

	15 minutes




	Move around the room and check understanding.








Facilitate feedback
	Paired activity: Swap notes with partner and peer-assess using checklist:
· Can you read the notes?
· Is the meaning clear?
· Is the SPaG accurate?
· Have they improved from last time?

Make recommendations to peer for improvements

Feedback and discuss
	






	10 minutes
	Give instructions for the photo task to practise short note taking.
	Using the skills developed in the sessions, look at the photos on the slide and write two objective sentences to form an observation

Feedback to the group.
	PowerPoint
(two photos)

	5 minutes
	Introduce plenary
	Reflect on the session

	

	Other – e.g. differentiation; English, maths and digital (EMD) 
· Consider the skills individual children need and the factors that may impact observations 
· Focus on developing English note taking skills and SPaG

	Next steps in learning 
· The learners will now begin to put their note taking / objective skills into practice 
· Practise observation writing skills
· Next lesson: snapshot observations, purposeful photographs


	




Lesson plan 2

	Title: Annotation practice and purposeful photographs

Targeted content reference
Element 8: Observation and assessment
Performance Outcome 3: Plan, provide and review care, play and educational opportunities to enable children to progress

Lesson sequence number: 2

Time: 1.5 hours


	Prior learning 
In lesson 1, learners were introduced to different types of observations and the effectiveness of observations. They practised writing observations from role play activities and photos. 

	Timing
	Teacher activity
	Learner activity / formative assessment
	Resources

	5 minutes
	Introduce the starter activity.

Facilitate feedback.
	Individual starter activity: Look at the photo on the slide and write a sentence to describe what the child is doing

Discuss answers and keywords
	PowerPoint

	5 minutes
	Introduce the aims and objectives of the lesson.
	Listen to the teacher and take notes where needed
	

	10 minutes
	Recap subjective and objective observations. 

Read out the examples from the PowerPoint and get the learners to use the subjective and objective sheets they have created to identify each one.

Prompt explanations for their choices.
	Write “subjective” on one piece of paper and “objective” on another; hold up the correct answer (subjective or objective) to the teacher’s examples

After each example, discuss answers and explain why they are subjective or objective 
	Two pieces of blank paper

	10 minutes
	Introduce purposeful photographs, elicit key features and capture learner answers on the whiteboard.

Discuss what might make a photograph not purposeful to a practitioner during observations. 
	Class discussion: What is a purposeful photograph? What might it have in it? Offer ideas and answers 

Discuss why a photo may not be purposeful 

Take notes in notebooks
	Whiteboard

	10 minutes
	Show two photos on the board and highlight which parts are purposeful and why. 

Hand out printed copies of the photos for the paired task.
	Paired activity: Look at the two photos and stick them on an A3 piece of paper; annotate what is purposeful about the photographs and justify why (what do they show/tell the practitioner?)
	PowerPoint 

Printed copies of the two photos 

A3 paper

	5 minutes
	Facilitate feedback and discuss ideas.
	Share findings with the group
	

	30 minutes
	Introduce photo task. Learners will take part in a role play activity. They will stage four purposeful photographs using early years resources – for example, sand, building blocks or a simulation nursery if this is available. 

Walk around and facilitate the activity, guiding the learners and supporting where needed.
	Paired activity: Take part in a role play as per the teacher’s instructions, with one learner as the child and the other as the practitioner; swap roles after two photos

Step 1: Look at available childcare resources – e.g. blocks, painting equipment, sand – and create a mind map of activities that could be photographed

Step 2: Take four photograph observations

Step 3: Print the observations

Step 4: Write an objective observation for each

Step 5: Evaluate the photos:
· Are they purposeful? 
· Do they show what the learner needed them to?

After the task is complete, stick observations on the wall to allow for peer observation in the next task
	PowerPoint 

Camera / mobile phone to take photos

Toys / childcare resources for the role play

Access to a printer

	
	
	
	

	10 minutes
	Give peer assessment instructions.

After the learners have completed the checklist task, have a class discussion on how they felt the task went and what they found. Are they confident to take a photo and write an objective observation?
	Individual activity: Move around the room looking at everyone’s observations and peer-assess them using the checklist on the slide:
· Is the observation purposeful? Why?
· Is the annotation of the observation objective?
· Do you have any feedback?
	PowerPoint 
(checklist) 

	5 minutes
	Learners think about where they have seen photographs being taken at their Industry Placement and how they can use the skills they have developed.
	Record how the skills developed today will be useful on Industry Placement
	Notepad

	· Other – e.g. differentiation; EMD 
· Ensure all learners have access to a camera or mobile phone and pair them up accordingly
· GDCs: using digital technology and media effectively when taking photographs and printing them
· GECs: presenting information and ideas and taking part in discussions

	Next steps in learning 
· Lesson 3 will focus on the structure of observations, recording in detail and managing the environment 
· On their Industry Placement, learners need to begin to observe how practitioners use observations to assess children’s development




Lesson plan 3

	Title: Structure of observations, recording in detail and managing the environment 

Targeted content reference
Element 8: Observation and assessment
Performance Outcome 3: Plan, provide and review care, play and educational opportunities to enable children to progress

Lesson sequence number: 3

Time: 1.5 hours

	Prior learning
Learners will have previously been taught types of assessment in early years and how to annotate and take purposeful photographs.

	Timing
	Teacher activity
	Learner activity / formative assessment
	Resources

	10 minutes
	Introduce the starter task. Elicit learning from previous sessions. Gather information on the whiteboard / flipchart paper.
	Individual starter activity: Recap the structure and layout of children’s observations: what information goes into an observation?
	PowerPoint

Whiteboard / flipchart paper

Pens

	5 minutes
	Collect feedback from the activity.
	Feed back ideas from the starter task, showing knowledge from previous session
	

	5 minutes
	Introduce the aims and objectives of the session. 
	Listen and take notes as needed
	PowerPoint

	10 minutes
	Introduce the discussion topic: 
Why are structured observations important for children’s development? What is the information used for?
	Listen to the tutor’s input and discuss why observations are important for children’s development
	PowerPoint

	15 minutes
	Share or display the two observation templates (for written and photograph observations). 

Go through each element of them and explain what goes into each section. 

Explain that some settings may use a different format and elicit types of observations learners have seen on their Industry Placement. 
	Listen to the tutor and take notes on the structure of observations






Discuss and present examples of observations seen on Industry Placements
	Lesson 3: Written observation, lesson 1 photograph and observation template

Lesson 3: Photograph observation template


	10 minutes
	Introduce paired task: factors to be considered during observations.
	Paired activity: Mind-map or list things to take into consideration when carrying out an observation of a child (e.g. a child is unwell/tired, the time of day, the other activities going on in the room)

	PowerPoint

	5 minutes
	Facilitate feedback from the task.
	Feed back on ideas from task
	PowerPoint / whiteboard

	7 minutes


	Introduce the task and walk around to support and check understanding.
	Update list or mind map, adding a strategy to overcome each factor
	PowerPoint

	3 minutes
	Facilitate feedback from the task.
	Feed back on factors and strategies 
	PowerPoint/ whiteboard

	15 minutes
	Hand out example observations and give instructions.
	Group activity: Read through the example observation and identify the skills the child is developing

Identify and describe any factors that impact the observation; then add a strategy to overcome the factor

Discuss the following:
How does the structure help the observation to flow? What does it tell you about the child?
	PowerPoint

Lesson 3: Example observations 1 and 2

	10 minutes
	Facilitate feedback from the task.
	Feed back findings
	PowerPoint
Whiteboard

	5 minutes
	Discuss what learners have learnt today and if there is anything they are unsure of.

Set homework: Practise writing observations on Industry Placements and bring one to the next lesson.
	Give three things that they have learnt today and anything that they would like to recap on next lesson
	PowerPoint

	Other – e.g. differentiation; EMD 
· GECs: summarising information and ideas.
· Learners will reflect on their different experiences from their Industry Placements and understand that each setting may use a different layout
· Learner groupings for tasks will be at the discretion of the teacher, but mixing groups up for each task will expose learners to different views and experiences

	Next steps in learning
· Homework: Learners to practise writing observations on their Industry Placements and bring one to the next lesson
· Next lesson will focus on practical role plays and writing observations




Lesson plan 4

	Title: Role play, peer observations

Targeted content reference 
Element 8: Observation and assessment
Performance Outcome 3: Plan, provide and review care, play and educational opportunities to enable children to progress

Lesson sequence number: 4

Time: 1.5 hours


	Prior learning (details of scaffolding – what have they done before)
The learners will have covered formative assessment, observations and managing the environment during observations in previous sessions. They will also be on an Industry Placement, which will help them to refer to their experiences. 

	Timing
	Teacher activity
	Learner activity / formative assessment
	Resources

	5 minutes
	Introduce the starter activity.
	Individual starter activity: What are the different ways that early years settings assess children’s learning and development?

Answer in notebooks and then discuss answers
	PowerPoint

Notebooks

	5 minutes
	Put the learners into groups of three or four for the role play task.
	Move into groups
	

	20 minutes
	Role play task: Read out the instructions and steps for the task. 
· One learner will be the practitioner.
· One or two will be children. 
· One will write the observation.

These will be on pieces of paper and the tutor will cut them out and give each group two random scenarios. 

	Group activity: 
Look at examples of different observation scenarios and plan how to perform these as a role play

Step 1: Use scenarios to plan two observations: one photographic and one written

For the written observation, write a role play script and act it out for the teacher

While other groups are performing their role plays, continue to practise role play or begin step 4 (see below)
	PowerPoint

Lesson 4: Scenarios (printed and cut out)

Notebooks

	10 minutes
	Observe the role plays.
	Group activity (continued): 
Step 2: Practise role play

Step 3: Perform role play for the teacher

One learner writes an observation as part of the role play activity

	

	15 minutes
	Move around and assess the observation writing skills, offering help and advice where needed.
	Group activity (continued): 
Step 4: Take a photograph observation and then write up the photograph observation
as a group
	Learners’ own observations

	10 minutes
	Explain that learners will now peer-assess each other’s photograph observations. 
	Group activity (continued): 
Swap photograph observation with another group 

Review the other group’s observations. Is it objective? What is it telling the practitioner?
	Observations from previous stage

	15 minutes
	Introduce the reflection task. Explain that groups will reflect on their role play observation.

	Group activity: 
In groups, write a written reflection:
· Were your observations successful?
· Did any factors affect the observation? 
· How might you have overcome them?
· If you were to repeat the activity, what would you change and why?
	Notebook

	5 minutes
	Present homework task: to practise writing an observation at Industry Placement.

Remind learners to keep their observations from this lesson as they will be used in the next lessons.
	Write down instructions 

Store observations safely
	

	Other – e.g. differentiation; EMD 
· GECs/GDCs: Take part in / lead a discussion; use digital technology and media effectively
· Learners will need access to a camera or mobile phone and to be able to print their photographs. Put learners into mixed-ability groups to facilitate stretch and challenge.

	Next steps in learning
· Learners to write observations on Industry Placement
· Learners must bring their observations from previous sessions and this session to lesson 5




Lesson plan 5

	Title: Understand what observations tell practitioners and how they use the information

Targeted content reference 
Element 8: Observation and assessment
Performance Outcome 3: Plan, provide and review care, play and educational opportunities to enable children to progress

Lesson sequence number: 5

Time: 3 hours

	Prior learning 
Through previous lessons and Industry Placement, learners should now understand the purpose of observations and how to write an observation.

	Timing
	Teacher activity
	Learner activity / formative assessment
	Resources

	5 minutes
	Introduce the starter activity and facilitate feedback.
	Look at the photo on the slide and list five things that it shows
	PowerPoint

	5 minutes
	Introduce aims and objectives.
	Listen and take notes
	PowerPoint

	10 minutes
	Ask learners to define key terms used during observations





	Individual activity: Create a glossary with definitions of the following key terms:
· observation
· objective
· infer
· recognise
· narrative
· next step
	PowerPoint

	5 minutes
	Facilitate verbal feedback. Choose learners to share their definitions of each term. 
	Feedback definitions for key terms
	

	10 minutes
	Ask: Why do practitioners complete observations of children? What do observations tell practitioners and what do they use the information for?

Provide tutor input.

	Recap knowledge and discuss why practitioners observe children (What do observations tell practitioners and what do they use the information for?)
	Whiteboard

	5 minutes
	Set the paired activity. Explain that learners are to use their Industry Placement experiences. 

Discuss example answers, e.g. use of iPads and cameras and the benefits of these compared to written/paper observations. Introduce different software they may use.
	Paired activity: Discuss how their settings carry out observations, using examples from Industry Placements
	PowerPoint 

Whiteboard

	40 minutes (10 minutes on each observation)
	Introduce the analysing observation task.














Take feedback and introduce / make links to Development Matters, which will be explored in the next lesson. 
	Individual activity: Look at four previous observations that they have written during lessons 2 and 4 

Stick observations on A3/flipchart paper and analyse/annotate them: 
· What skills is the child developing?
· Is this in line with their age?
· Was the observation long enough to gather enough evidence of the child’s development?
· Was this a group or an individual activity?
· Did any factors affect the observation?
· How could these be overcome?


	PowerPoint 

Observations learners wrote in lessons 2 and 4

	15 minutes
	Give out instructions for the individual activity.
	Choose one of the annotated observations from the previous task and suggest next steps for the child that will support their development, thinking about their needs and their age

Extension: What information would be useful to know about the child when carrying out an observation?
	Observations

	15 minutes
	Set the activity and play the video.
	Individual activity: Watch the video clip and write an observation on the child, bringing together all skills developed so far
	Video clip (via PowerPoint)

	10 minutes
	Facilitate observation swapping. 

Ask learners to share their findings.

	Swap with a partner and evaluate their observation, using the checklist from lesson 2
	PowerPoint (checklist from lesson 2)

	10 minutes
	Facilitate discussion and provide tutor input. 

Introduce the role of a key worker. Why is the key worker role important during assessment?
	Join in discussion, bringing in examples from Industry Placements 
	PowerPoint 

Whiteboard

	15 minutes
	Introduce the activity. 

Walk around and check understanding.
	Paired activity: Answer questions about observations:
· What do practitioners use the information for? 
· Who may they share it with? 

Then participate in class discussion

Give examples of people observations might be shared with (e.g. speech and language therapist, social worker, schoolteacher, parents)

Extension: Do learners have any examples from their Industry Placement?
	PowerPoint 

Whiteboard

	10 minutes
	Explain that practitioners use the information from earlier observations to plan activities to further develop a skill. 

Refer learners to Lesson 3: Example observation 1 and discuss. 

Briefly introduce activity planning from observations to discuss as a group. 
	Individual activity: Look at Lesson 3: Example observation 1
(Rose) 

Discuss activity ideas to support Rose’s development 
	PowerPoint 

Whiteboard

Lesson 3: Example observation 1


	5 minutes
	Ask learners to discuss examples of a concern and strategy ideas to support the child.

Discuss how practitioners implement strategies to support any concerns about a child’s development.
	Share ideas for strategies to support the child’s needs
	PowerPoint 

Whiteboard

	10 minutes
	Give instructions for the accurate record-keeping activity. 
	Group activity: Create a mind map with reasons why it is important to make sure observation records are accurate 

Discuss considering partnership working
	PowerPoint 

Whiteboard

	5 minutes
	Facilitate feedback by asking direct questions. 
	Feedback on the importance of making sure observations are accurate
	

	5 minutes
	Summarise key points from the session. 
	Write down three ways observations can support partnership working
	PowerPoint 

Whiteboard

	Other – e.g. differentiation; EMD 
· GECs/GDCs: Take part in / lead discussions; create texts for different purposes and audiences; use digital technology and media effectively.
· Consider different Industry Placement experiences, including comparing and evaluating use of digital technology and media on Industry Placement

	Next steps in learning
Learners to reflect on the session and how this links to the ESP





Lesson plan 6

	Title: Linking observations to Development Matters

Targeted content reference
Element 8: Observation and assessment 
Performance Outcome 3: Plan, provide and review care, play and educational opportunities to enable children to progress

Lesson sequence number: 6

Time: 3 hours


	Prior learning
Through previous lessons and their Industry Placement, learners should now understand the purpose of observations carried out by practitioners, how to write an observation and how to identify key skills being developed. 
Learners will have carried out peer observations in lessons and the Industry Placement observations needed for this session. 
Learners will be experienced in creating information posters.
Sources and information taken from Development Matters 2023: https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/64e6002a20ae890014f26cbc/DfE_Development_Matters_Report_Sep2023.pdf

	Timing
	Teacher activity
	Learner activity / formative assessment
	Resources

	15 minutes
	Put learners into groups and hand out cut-outs for starter activity. 

Learners match areas of development to explanations from Development Matters. 

Check and discuss answers. 
	Group starter activity: Complete matching activity


	Lesson 6: Starter task 
(one set printed and cut out for each group)


	10 minutes
	Introduce Development Matters (via the link on the slide if using the digital version) and show learners the different sections.

Ask the learners if they have used Development Matters or seen it used within their Industry Placement, and to give examples of what they have seen.

Direct learners to undertake a short research activity using Development Matters.
	Listen, take notes and discuss experiences from Industry Placement









Respond to the teacher’s quick-fire questions to gain familiarity with the content
	Access to Development Matters
(digital or paper-based)

PowerPoint

	10 minutes
	Introduce the research task, allocating the following areas of development to different learners: 
· Mathematics
· Literacy
· Communication and Language
· Personal, Social and Emotional
· Physical Development.
	Paired activity: Work in pairs to read the appropriate section of Development Matters and identify key information
	PowerPoint

Access to Development Matters


	30 minutes
	Give learners the instructions to create the poster.

Circulate and support as needed.

	Paired activity: Create a poster using the information identified in the previous activity

	Coloured pens

A3 paper

	15 minutes
	Break
	
	

	30 minutes
	Teacher asks directed, probing questions to develop knowledge.
	Present poster to the class

Audience peer-reviews the presentations
	ESP peer review document

	15 minutes
	Introduce the observation task.
	Individual activity: Link one of the learner’s written observations to Development Matters (including the age range); annotate and highlight the linked areas 
	Learner observations

	10 minutes
	Facilitate feedback and ask direct questions.
	Discuss how the observation is linked to the different areas, giving examples
	PowerPoint

	5 minutes
	Ask recap questions on the lesson:
· What are the areas of development?
· What are the characteristics of learning?
· Is there anything that you do not understand?
	Answer the questions
	PowerPoint

	Other – e.g. differentiation; EMD 
· GECs: Create texts for different purposes and audiences; summarise information; present information and ideas
· During this session, learners will have used observations they carried out on their peers or on Industry Placement. If a learner does not have an observation, they can use another learner’s example or one given by the tutor. 

	Next steps in learning
· Learners to research and create a poster for the remaining two areas of development: Understanding the World and Expressive Arts and Design
· In the next lesson, learners will begin to plan next steps for children’s development





Lesson plan 7

	Title: Planning children’s next steps

Targeted content reference 
Element 8: Observation and assessment
Performance Outcome 3: Plan, provide and review care, play and educational opportunities to enable children to progress


Lesson sequence number: 7

Time: 1.5 hours


	Prior learning
In the last lesson, the learners looked at Development Matters and began to link observations. They will now use these to plan next steps for children.

	Timing
	Teacher activity
	Learner activity / formative assessment
	Resources

	10 minutes
	Give instructions for starter activity. Ask learners to work individually and write answers in their notebooks.

Share and discuss answers.

	Individual starter activity: Match the statements from Development Matters to the correct age range 

	PowerPoint

Lesson 7: Starter activity answer sheet


	15 minutes
	Introduce next steps, what they are, how they are used in an early years setting and the importance of carefully planning next steps to support children’s development.
	Listen and take notes

Give examples from Industry Placement
	PowerPoint

	20 minutes
	Introduce the task; then circulate and support learners as they work individually. 

Explain that the processes for this activity and the following one are developing skills they will use in the Employer Set Project.
	Individual activity: Using Development Matters and the annotated lesson observations from lesson 6, identify the next steps and research/consider activity ideas that will support the child’s progress

Justify choices
	PowerPoint

Development Matters

	15 minutes
	Give instructions for the presentation activity. Put learners into groups of three.

Hand out / check learners can access Task 2(a) (i) - preparation for peer discussion form
	Group activity: Present to peers; then take questions / give feedback using Task 2(a) (i) - preparation for peer discussion form
	Task 2(a) (i) - preparation for peer discussion form (pro forma from awarding body) 

	20 minutes
	Explain the importance of reflection and the link to skills development for the ESP. 

Hand out / check learners can access Task 2(a) (ii) - feedback from peer discussion form

Facilitate support as learners complete the activity.
	Individual activity: Consider feedback and 
complete the Task 2(a) (ii) - feedback from peer discussion form

	Task 2(a) (ii) - feedback from peer discussion form


	5 minutes
	Recap the importance of next steps and set the scene for the next lesson (activity planning from next steps).
	Share knowledge gained during the session and think ahead to next week
	PowerPoint

	Other – e.g. differentiation; EMD
· GECs: Take part in/lead discussion; create texts for different purposes and audiences; present information and ideas
· Learners to work in mixed groups
· Learners read a digital copy of Development Matters, select information and discuss age ranges

	Next steps in learning
Learners to find examples of observations from their setting, and practise linking them to Development Matters and planning next steps




Lesson plan 8
	Title: Activity planning from next steps

Targeted content reference: 
Element 8: Observation and assessment
Performance Outcome 3: Plan, provide and review care, play and educational opportunities to enable children to progress

Lesson sequence number: 8

Time: 1.5 hours


	Prior learning
Through previous lessons and their Industry Placement, learners have developed knowledge and understanding of observation and assessment and have been able to consider next steps for children. 


	Timing
	Teacher activity
	Learner activity / formative assessment
	Resources

	10 minutes
	Introduce starter activity to recap previous session.
	Individual starter activity: Answer the following questions to recap previous sessions:
· What is the role of a key worker in a setting?
· What are next steps and how are they used?
· Why are next steps important?
	PowerPoint

	5 minutes
	Facilitate feedback from starter activity and ask questions.
	Feedback on starter activity
	

	15 minutes
	Introduce an activity plan template (Task 1(b) - activity plan). This will link to the activity plan used in the ESP. Give learners a copy to annotate if they wish.

Go through each section and elicit what is included in each section. Ask them learners to write bullet points to help them.
	Listen to input

Make notes on Task 1(b) - activity plan

Share ideas
	Task 1(b) - activity plan
(pro forma from awarding body) 

	20 minutes
	Facilitate learners completing the task – move around the room to check understanding and support as needed. 
	Individual activity: Using an observation from lessons 6 and 7, complete a Task 1(b) - activity plan 

Link this to the next steps identified in lesson 7
	Task 1(b) - activity plan
(pro forma from awarding body) 

	15 minutes
	Give instructions for the presentation activity. Put learners in groups of three.
	Group activity: Present to peers and take questions / give feedback 

Complete the Task 2(a) (i) - preparation for peer discussion form
	Task 2(a) (i) - preparation for peer discussion form (pro forma from awarding body) 

	20 minutes
	Show the learners the feedback from peer discussion form.
	Individual activity: Consider feedback and complete Task 2(a) (ii) - feedback from peer discussion form
	Task 2(a) (ii) - feedback from peer discussion form (pro forma from awarding body) 

	5 minutes
	Recap on activity planning and what skills have been developed in the session, preparing them for next lesson.
	Listen and contribute to feedback on the session 

Learners ask about anything they are unsure of
	PowerPoint

	Other e.g. differentiation, EMD
GECs: Take part in/lead discussion; create texts for different purposes and audiences; present information and ideas


	Next steps in learning
In the next lesson, learners will begin to look at reflection and how it is used during observations 
Learners to be put pairs to create two quiz questions with answers from nominated lessons for assessment quiz in lesson 9



Lesson plan 9
	Title: The use of reflection during the observation process

Targeted content reference: 
Element 8: Observation and assessment
Performance Outcome 3: Plan, provide and review care, play and educational opportunities to enable children to progress

Lesson sequence number: 9

Time: 1.5 hours


	Prior learning
Through previous lessons and their Industry Placement, learners should now understand the purpose of observations, how to write an observation and how to plan activities. 


	Timing
	Teacher activity
	Learner activity / formative assessment
	Resources

	5 minutes
	Give instructions for the starter activity.
	Individual starter activity: Create a mind map of key words that link to reflection

Using the key words, write a definition of reflection
	PowerPoint

	5 minutes
	Introduce the planning cycle section by section.
	Listen and take notes.
	PowerPoint

	15 minutes
	Introduce task and share the Planning cycle template.

Walk around offering support as needed.
	Individual activity: Using their observation and activity plan, complete the Planning cycle template to show how they have implemented the process

Annotate each step to say what they have done and and what they have found


	Planning cycle – Birth to 5 Matters

Lesson 9: Planning cycle template

	5 minutes
	Facilitate feedback.
	Share findings and any concerns/ ideas.
	

	15 minutes
	Give instructions for the Lesson 9: Factors affecting an observation: Card-sort activity.





	Paired activity: Sort the cards into two categories: planned factors and incidental factors 

Reflect on how these factors might change the planning cycle process (what changes would you make and why?)
	Lesson 9: Factors affecting an observation: Card-sort activity
(cut out one set of cards per pair of learners)

	10 minutes
	Facilitate feedback. Ask learners to consider examples from their Industry Placement.
	Feed back on:
· how they have used the planning cycle
· how they adapted their activity/cycle to meet the needs of their given factor
	

	10 minutes
	Introduce discussion topic: how reflection informs practice for the child.

Link topic to outcomes for children.
	Class discussion: Discuss how practitioners use the information from the planning cycle to support outcomes for children (with examples from Industry Placements)
	PowerPoint

	10 minutes
	Introduce how reflection informs EYPs’ practice.

Introduce discussion topic (What would happen if reflection did not take place? What impact would that have on the child, their development and the practitioner?)
	Paired activity: Write down reasons why practitioners should reflect on their own practice (how does this help them and the children in the setting?)

Discuss and share ideas as a class
	PowerPoint

	5 minutes
	Facilitate feedback and write answers on the board.
	Discuss answers
	

	10 minutes
	Act as quiz master.
	Answer quiz questions written for homework 
	PowerPoint

	Other – e.g. differentiation; EMD
GECs: Take part in / lead discussion; summarise information and ideas

	Next steps in learning
For homework, learners reflect on an activity that they have carried out on their Industry Placement using the planning cycle




Lesson plan 10
	Title: Role play, peer observations and analysis to bring together skills developed. 

Targeted content reference: 
Element 8: Observation and assessment
Performance Outcome 3: Plan, provide and review care, play and educational opportunities to enable children to progress

Lesson sequence number: Lesson 10

Time: 3 hours


	Prior learning
The learners have now been through the process of observation, assessment and planning activities. In this session they will bring together all of this together. 


	Timing
	Teacher activity
	Learner activity / formative assessment
	Resources

	10 minutes
	Introduce the formative assessment session and instructions.

Share the Formative assessment task sheet with learners.

Put learners into groups of three.
	Take notes
	PowerPoint

Lesson 10: Formative assessment task sheet


	45 minutes
	Share the Activity plan and Case studies with learners.

Walk around the room and support the groups where needed.
	Group task:
Step 1: Read case study of a child

Step 2: Plan three activities for the child in the case study and produce three activity plans

	PowerPoint

Lessons 8 and 10: Activity plan

Lesson 10: Case studies

	30 minutes
	Walk around the room and support the groups where needed.
	Group task (continued):
Step 3: Write three role play scripts to act out for each activity

	PowerPoint

	15 mins 
	Break
	
	

	30 minutes





	Walk around the room and support the groups where needed.
	Group task (continued):
Step 4: Act out the role play and write observations

One person observes and the others play the roles of children; then swap roles so that all group members have a turn to write an observation

	PowerPoint

Toys / childcare resources

Lesson 1: Written observation template 


	15 minutes
	Walk around the room and support learners where needed. Check the links to the EYFS are correct.
	Individual activity: 
Step 5: After the observations, link their observation to the EYFS, indicating areas and stage of development

	Lesson 1: Written observation template 


	15 minutes
	Walk around the room and support learners where needed.
	Individual activity: 
Step 6: Plan next steps from their observations and create activity plans for these

	Lesson 1: Written observation template 

Lessons 8 and 10: Activity plan


	10 minutes
	Walk around the room and support learners where needed.
	Individual activity: 
Step 7: Reflect on the activity using the key questions and look back at the planning cycle (has it been used?)

	PowerPoint

	20 minutes 
	Visit each group and listen to the peer feedback. Ask prompting questions about what they found or learnt from the process. 
	Group task:
Present to peers and take questions / give feedback
	Task 2(a) (i) - preparation for peer discussion form 
 
Task 2(a) (ii) - feedback from peer discussion form 

	Other – e.g. differentiation; EMD
GECs Take part in / lead discussions; summarise information and ideas

	Next steps in learning
Learners to use the skills they have developed in their ESP







Section 3: Supporting materials


Lesson 1: Written observation template

	[bookmark: _Hlk153305058]Child’s name:
	Date: 
	Start time:
End time:

	Type of play:


	Observation of child: (What is happening? What is the child doing?)





















	Communication and Language (C&L)
	Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED)
	Physical Development (PD)

	Literacy (L)
	Mathematics (M)
	Understanding the World (UTW)
	Expressive Arts and Design (EA&D)

	Next steps: (How can you further develop the child’s learning?)







Lesson 1: Photograph observation template

	[bookmark: _Hlk153305827]Child’s name:
	Date: 

	Context:


	Photo:

















	Observation notes:






	Communication and Language (C&L)
	Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED)
	Physical Development (PD)

	Literacy (L)
	Mathematics (M)
	Understanding the World (UTW)
	Expressive Arts and Design (EA&D)

	Next steps:







Lesson 1: Example observation 1: An effective written observation 

	Child’s name: Bobby
	Date: 17 November 2023
	Start time: 10.30am
End time: 10.40am

	Type of play: Parallel play


	Observation of child: (What is happening? What is the child doing?)

Bobby is sitting and playing in the sandpit. He is using his right hand to hold the spade with a palmar grip. He scoops up some sand and pours it into a red bucket. He continues to do this until the bucket is full. Bobby puts the spade down and holds both sides of the bucket using both of his hands. Bobby lifts the bucket up. “It is heavy,” he says to another child. Bobby tips the bucket over and taps on the top of the bucket. “Ready, 1, 2, 3,” he says and then lifts the bucket up. He has made a sandcastle.

Bobby then picks up a rake and holds it with his right hand. He begins to rake the sand around the bottom of the sandcastle. Bobby looks under the sand tray and picks out four shells. He places them on the top of the sandcastle. “Look what I have made – a sandcastle,” he says to another child who is playing in the sand. Bobby then picks up a digger and rolls it over the top of the sandcastle, squashing it.

	Communication and Language (C&L)
	Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED)
	Physical Development (PD)

	Literacy (L)
	Mathematics (M)
	Understanding the World (UTW)
	Expressive Arts and Design (EA&D)

	Next steps: (How can you further develop the child’s learning?)

Set up a sand play activity outside with small-world characters, or play to develop the imaginative skills-building from Bobby making a sandcastle.




Lesson 1: Example observation 2: An ineffective written observation

	Child’s name: Lottie
	Date: 18 November 2023
	Start time: 11.45am
End time: 11.55am

	Type of play: This observation was during lunchtime


	Observation of child: (What is happening? What is the child doing?)

Lottie was called on to go to the bathroom and wash her hands ready for lunch. She went to the bathroom and turned on the tap. She pushed the soap and rubbed it on her hands. She put her hands under the water and rubbed them together. She then turned off the tap and got a paper towel to dry her hands. 

Lottie then went to the table and sat down. She sat and waited patiently for the practitioners to put the trays on the table to self-serve her dinner. When the food was put on the table, Lottie used her left hand to pick up the serving spoon and scoop some lasagne onto her plate. She then picked up another spoon and scooped some carrots and put them onto her plate. Lottie began to eat her dinner.

	Communication and Language (C&L)
	Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED)
	Physical Development (PD)

	Literacy (L)
	Mathematics (M)
	Understanding the World (UTW)
	Expressive Arts and Design (EA&D)

	Next steps: (How can you further develop the child’s learning?)

Provide serving tongs for Lottie to practise using.






Lesson 1: Example observation 3: An effective photograph observation

	Child’s name: Fred
	Date: 20 October 2023

	Context: Ice play

	Photo:
[image: ]

	Observation notes:

Fred is touching the ice with his left hand; he looks at the ice when he is going to touch it.

	Communication and Language (C&L)
	Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED)
	Physical Development (PD)

	Literacy (L)
	Mathematics (M)
	Understanding the World (UTW)
	Expressive Arts and Design (EA&D)

	Next steps:

Make large ice blocks and provide paint and paintbrushes to allow Fred to see how the ice changes and the different marks he can make. 




Lesson 1: Example observation 4: An ineffective photograph observation

	Child’s name: Mav
	Date: 23 September 2023

	Context: Out on a walk

	Photo:
[image: ]

	Observation notes:

Mav is happy exploring the trees, looking at the leaves under his feet.

	Communication and Language (C&L)
	Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED)
	Physical Development (PD)

	Literacy (L)
	Mathematics (M)
	Understanding the World (UTW)
	Expressive Arts and Design (EA&D)

	Next steps:

Go on another walk. 




Lesson 3: Example observation 1

	Child’s name: Rose Jones
	Date: 12 November 2023
	Start time: 10.15am
End time: 10.35am

	Type of play: Outdoor play / physical play


	Observation of child: (What is happening? What is the child doing?)

Rose is outside in the garden. She has gone to the mud kitchen and is walking around. She bends down and picks up a spade from the floor. She holds the spade in her left hand with a palmar grip. Another child comes next to Rose and begins to play in the mud kitchen. Rose then puts the spade down and walks away from the mud kitchen. Rose walks around the garden again and then returns to the mud kitchen and picks up the spade. 

She stands next to Charlie, the other child, and says, “What are you making?” Charlie replies, “Mud pie”. Rose then begins to dig in the mud, scooping it up into a pan that is on the side. When the pan is full, she uses both hands to pick it up and put it onto the stove of the mud kitchen. Lots of children come running over to the mud kitchen area and Rose looks around and begins to move away, leaving her pan on the stove. She steps back and watches the other children. When some of the children move away, Rose goes back to the kitchen. She picks up her pan, begins to fill it again and puts it on the kitchen stove. She turns the handles on the stove and uses a wooden spoon with her left hand to stir it. “I am mixing my soup,” she says out loud. After a few minutes, she takes the pan off the stove, gets two bowls and puts some mud in each of the bowls. “Ready,” she says. She then moves away from the mud kitchen to go and play in another area of the garden. 




	 Communication and Language (C&L)
	 Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED)
	 Physical Development (PD)

	Literacy (L)
	Mathematics (M)
	 Understanding the World (UTW)
	Expressive Arts and Design (EA&D)

	Next steps: (How can you further develop the child’s learning?)

To further develop Rose’s skills, we could plant fruit and vegetables with her and talk about how they grow. 




	Child’s name: George Percy
	Date: 10 January 2024
	Start time: 9.30am
End time: 9.45am

	Type of play: Imaginative


	Observation of child: (What is happening? What is the child doing?)


George is coming into nursery crying and the practitioner is trying to distract him. George likes to play with the large foam bricks, so the practitioner is asking George if he wants to play with the bricks. 

George and the practitioner are pulling the box of bricks onto the carpet area. George is next to the practitioner while she is beginning to take the bricks out of the box. When the practitioner asks George to help, George looks at her and does not move. Another child – John – comes over and says, “I will help” and begins to empty the bricks onto the carpet. When all of the bricks are on the floor, the practitioner says, “What shall we build?” “I know,” says John, “we can build a castle.” John and the practitioner begin to build. “Do you want to help, George?” asks the practitioner. “Yes,” says George. He stands up and picks up a brick. He puts the brick on top of another and then picks up another brick. “This is going to be a big castle,” says George to John. “It is going to be really tall,” says John. “We could sit inside of it,” says George. He continues to build. George puts a brick on and counts the bricks to 10 in order while pointing at them. When the castle is built, George climbs in and says, “We are kings”. He smiles at the practitioner. 





	 Communication and Language (C&L)
	Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED)
	Physical Development (PD)

	Literacy (L)
	Mathematics (M)
	Understanding the World (UTW)
	Expressive Arts and Design (EA&D)

	Next steps: (How can you further develop the child’s learning?)

Provide George with small-word castles and figures to play with.



Lesson 3: Example observation 2

	Child’s name: 
	Date: 
	Start time: 
End time:

	Type of play: 


	Observation of child: (What is happening? What is the child doing?)




















	Communication and Language (C&L)
	Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED)
	Physical Development (PD)

	Literacy (L)
	Mathematics (M)
	Understanding the World (UTW)
	Expressive Arts and Design (EA&D)

	Next steps: (How can you further develop the child’s learning?)




Lesson 3: Written observation template
 


Lesson 3: Photograph observation template 

	Child’s name:
	Date: 

	Context:


	Photograph:

















	Observation notes:






	Communication and Language (C&L)
	Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED)
	Physical Development (PD)

	Literacy (L)
	Mathematics (M)
	Understanding the World (UTW)
	Expressive Arts and Design (EA&D)

	Next steps:






Lesson 4: Scenarios

· children aged 3 playing in the sand
· children aged 1 playing with musical instruments
· two children playing in the role play area
· children aged 2 painting a picture using their fingers

· children aged 4 at story time 

	Communication and Language
	Children’s back-and-forth interactions from an early age form the foundations for language and cognitive development. The number and quality of the conversations they have with adults and peers throughout the day in a language-rich environment is crucial. 


	Personal, Social and Emotional Development
	This area is crucial for children to lead healthy and happy lives, and it is fundamental to their cognitive development. Underpinning their personal development are the important attachments that shape their social world. Strong, warm and supportive relationships with adults enable children to learn how to understand their own feelings and those of others.

	Physical Development
	This area of development is vital in children’s all-round development, enabling them to pursue happy, healthy and active lives. Gross and fine motor experiences develop incrementally throughout early childhood, starting with sensory explorations and the development of a child’s strength, co-ordination and positional awareness through tummy time, crawling and play movement with both objects and adults.

	Literacy
	This area of development is crucial for children to develop a lifelong love of reading.

	Mathematics
	Developing a strong grounding in numbers is essential so that all children develop the necessary building blocks to excel mathematically.

	Understanding the World
	This area of development involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community. The frequency and range of children’s personal experiences increase their knowledge.

	Expressive Arts and Design
	The development of children’s artistic and cultural awareness supports their imagination and creativity. 


Lesson 6: Starter activity 

Cut these out so the learners can match the definitions to the correct areas of development.
	
	
	




	
	
	


AoC is delivering this programme on behalf of the Education and Training Foundation.
This programme is funded by the Department for Education.

Lesson 7: Starter activity answer sheet

1. Constant babble and use single words during play 
Birth to 3 years

2. Understand simple questions about “who”, “what” and “where” (but generally not “why”)
Birth to 3 years

3. Listen to and talk about stories to build familiarity and understanding
Children in reception

4. Know many rhymes, be able to talk about familiar books and be able to tell a long story 
3 to 4 years

5. Start a conversation with an adult or a friend and continue it for many turns
3 to 4 years


Lessons 8 and 10: Activity plan

	Child’s name
	

	Aims of activity
	

	Links to curriculum
	

	Links to educational theory, concepts and/or pedagogy
	

	Appropriate resources
	

	Support strategies (your role / partnerships / communication)
	

	Use of observation during the activity
	

	Hazards, risks and controls
	

	Intended outcomes
	




Lesson 9: Factors affecting an observation: Card-sort activity

 
	Incidental factors
	Planned factors

	A noisy environment


	A child with a visual impairment 

	A child has not slept


	A child with a broken arm/leg

	The practitioner is distracted by other children

	A child has a hearing impairment

	A child has not had breakfast


	A child is new to the setting

	A child is unsettled


	A child has challenging behaviour


















Lesson 9: Planning cycle templateStart here


Planning what next: Next steps for the child:
What opportunities and experiences can you plan? 
What is the role of the practitioner?
Observation: 
Look, listen and note



[image: ]







[image: ]

Assessment: 
Analyse your observation. What does it tell you about the child?















Lesson 10: Case studies

Case study 1:
Harry is 18 months old and has recently started at a private day nursery. He is attending three full days a week. He is dropped off by his mother and picked up by his father. Before starting at nursery, Harry has been at home with his mother full time. Harry has been struggling to separate from his mother in the morning and the practitioners have been putting strategies in place to support this. Harry can walk but is a little unsteady on his feet. He enjoys playing outside and in the sand tray. 


Case study 2:
Susie is two and a half years old and attends preschool five mornings a week. Susie enjoys mark-making and role play. She interacts well with the other children and can speak in short sentences. 


Case study 3:
Bry is three years old. He is below expectations in his communication skills for his age. He talks in short sentences and uses a lot of actions to show practitioners what he wants. He enjoys playing with the small-world toys and being outside in the garden. 


Case study 4:
Anaya is three and a half years old. She is a very confident child within the setting. She has a number of friends and communicates well. She is able to use full sentences and is able to communicate her wants and needs. Anaya is having a new baby brother soon and enjoys talking about this to the practitioners and her friends. Her other interests are baking and small world. She uses her imagination often. 






Lesson 10: Formative assessment task sheet

You will be given activity plans and observation templates to complete this task.

	
	Tick when task is complete

	Step 1 – individual activity: 
Read the case study of a child that you have been given.

	

	Step 2 – group activity: 
Plan three activities for the children in the case study. 
Produce three activity plans using the template.

	

	Step 3 – group activity: 
For each activity, write three role play scripts that will be acted out.

	

	Step 4 – group activity: 
Act out the role play activities and write observations.

One person observes while the others to play the role of children. Then swap roles so that each person has a turn to write an observation.

	

	Step 5 – individual activity:
After the observations, work individually to link your observation to the EYFS, showing which areas of development have been displayed.

	

	Step 6 – individual activity: 
Plan next steps from observations and create an activity plan for these.

	

	Step 7 – individual activity: 
Reflect on the activity using the key questions. 
· Were your observations successful?
· Did any factors affect the observation? How might you overcome them?
· If you were to do the activity again, what would you change and why?
· Look back at the planning cycle. Has it been used?
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